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EITI Cameroon  - 16 December 2022


[EITI Cameroon - Committee, 2022]
Extractive Industries College
Your Excellencies
The Minister of Finances, President of EITI Committee
The Minister of Mines, Industry and Technological Development, Vice-President of EITI Committee
Members of  Government, and Ambassadors and Diplomatic Heads here present;
Honorable Senators and Members of Parliament,
Dear, General Managers of Companies,
Representatives of Civil Societies, NGOs and Institutions 
All Protocol duly respected 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
I stand here to represent my peers of the Extractive Industries in EITI Cameroon and wish to thank them for the confidence and choice of my person to convey their voice to this public audience. 
The Extractive Industries are the back bone of EITI and it has become a normal practice for us to present our opinion on the activities of this Initiative during such meetings, dedicated to the presentation of the EITI CAMEROON Annual Report. 
The Extractive Industries have presented evidences of their unalterated contributions to the Socio-Economic growth of Camerooun over decades and they have demonstrated their interest and commitment to transparency, as this constitutes a core value in their business model.
Our contribution to EITI has been very constant since  2005 and we are here to present the EITI Cameroon 2020 Annual Report.. The year 2020 was very difficult due to the Covid-19 pandemic but the Extractive Industries have stayed firm to provide their support to this Initiative by providing their information when requested but our real problem is to be contacted early enough to provide the required data.  We have notice over the years that the time given for us to compile our data for this Initiative is very short whereas we all know that reports are to be produced annually.
The EITI 2021 Report coincides with the year of validation. We would require that the Permanent Secretary consider sending out the working calendar early enough for us to start gathering data to provide our input and also meet up with our own work load. The EITI Committee had fifteen (15) recommendations to be fulfilled before the validation period and as part of the team, we would like to know the level of fulfillment and the responsible parties involved in the implementation for total completion.
Our recommendations during EITI Committee sessions have been:
· For the EITI Committee, to make progress on the compliance to the EITI requirements, particularly, the production of more recent Annual Reports and  not waiting for the end of the two years deadline provided by the EITI Norms.
· For the Public, the Media and the Civil Societies to use the EITI Reports as a more reliable source of information to assess the transparency of the extractive industries.
Over the years, these recommendations have been echoed by our group but they have not been considered. We would appreciate that efforts be made to see that they are followed.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
As key players within the Multi - Stakeholders Groups (MSG) enrolled in the EITI process, we deserve a more significant role when it comes to transparency within our sector, and our voices have to be heard and understood; unfortunately, this is not always the case.
A list of nine (9) expectations have been setout for the Extractive Companies supporting the EITI Initiative to adhere to within their participation and commitment to the EITI norms. The Extractive companies can proudly demonstrate their commitment  to the implementation of these EITI norms as up to 50% of Extractives Companies have communicated on this, as reported in the present 2020 EITI report. We expect to meet up with these requirements progressively to close the gap. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
We understand that transparency can only result from the dialogue between parties that defend and protect their respective interests. Therefore, We greatly think that the implementation of new rules, laws and regulations should be the result of a full consent and agreement between parties. The Extractives Industries are partners with the Government of Cameroon in their various domains/activities and this relationship requires a stable datum to operate. There must be dialogue and consideration of each and everyone’s  interests and rights.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
The 2020 Cameroon EITI Report mentionned an estimated contribution of the Extractive Industries sector to  the National Economy of more than XAF 688 billion  in revenues, which is 2.53% of the total GDP, 17.42% of Budget resources and  23.66% of exportations. In 2019 this contribution was more than XAF 900 billion in revenues, 3.75% of the GDP, 19,3% of Budget resources and 32% of exportations. The difference observed has been explained above and we are looking forward to a better contribution for the years 2021 - 2022.
With this, and with the significant impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic on the global economy, the Extractive Industries represented here today, believe that their contribution to National Economy is even more encouraging despite worldwide decrease of investment in this sector, with migration towards renewable energy sources. We will continue to make more effort to increase our contribution in the years ahead.
We wish to remind ourselves here today that, Transparency, Responsibility and Compliance are  fundamental principles  and core values of the Extractive sector. These are the links and relationship connectors that make us partner with initiatives that promote such Ethical Values.
Thank you for your attention !
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For the Extractives Industries
Jessica LENGHA ABEGA (DGM, ADDAX PETROLEUM CAMEROON COMPANY S.A.)
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